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This has been a remarkable experience: imaginative, dedicated people committed at the core of who we are to change how human beings relate—one step at a time. One story of achievement after another. I stand in awe of what I have heard and learned. 

Thanks to our leaders, we have worked within a broad framework that has enabled us to analyze and name the challenges before us. Having been named, they can be tackled with new energy and with new precision. 

AND YET, many of us leave in the same state of agony that we brought with us. We have shared our doubts in so many ways: Do we make a difference? Can we make a difference? How can we make a difference? How can we know we’re making a difference? 

Did a few American citizen soldiers at Valley Forge with George Washington make a difference? Yes, for two reasons: they knew they were part of something larger than themselves, and they persevered. 

Did Rosa Parks make a difference? Yes, because she acted in the spirit of something larger than herself and because she and others like her persevered.

Can the course of history be changed? 

Yes, one step at a time. 

The American Revolution changed history, although that wasn’t evident to the citizen soldiers at Valley Forge. 

The Civil Rights Movement changed America, although racism still runs deep. 

The Women’s Movement changed America and reached out the world, although the fundamental dilemma of women is still there. 

I was privileged to be part of the imaginative diplomatic effort of the 1970’s that we named the “peace process:” five Arab-Israeli agreements in six years. I learned two lessons:

· We learned the power of a continuous political process to change relationships. We persevered in the context of something larger than ourselves. The process was grueling. I remember asking myself one day whether I could keep standing. But we persevered.  

· We learned the importance of the human dimension of conflict. Yes, we had to deal with concrete problems and solutions, but the task was to heal historically torn relationships. 

The peace process was the idea larger than any one participant. And we persevered. 

People say to me: “Nothing has changed, they’re still killing each other.” But put your mind back to 1967: Palestinians were still just refugees; a Palestinian state was just an idea in an almost forgotten U.N. resolution. The reason for the violence today is that the elements of a solution are at hand. Political leaders in recent years have not persevered with conviction and will. A minority who reject the necessary final compromises has been determined. 

Our agony here today continues because, although we can proud of numberless accomplishments, we cannot demonstrate so with the numeric precision that some evaluators demand. But in our hearts, we can know when we have made a difference and history gives us faith that we can change its course over time if we connect with something larger than ourselves and if we persevere. 

We here in NCDD are a vehicle for connecting with a purpose larger than ourselves.  

And we will persevere. 

The challenge IS enormous. 

BUT, in the words of forty years ago: “Deep in our hearts we do believe that we shall overcome someday.”

Go in peace! 

